
Don’t forget!  Tuition is due for December!
Thursday, December 5 at 2pm!

Dear Families,

Our kiddos are working and playing hard in the classrooms as we prepare for 
Christmas!  It is SO exciting to be a preschooler during these extra special weeks!  

When it comes to our little community, I have much to be thankful for!  I am so 
thankful for everyone who have ordered books through Scholastic.  We have raised 
over 14,000 points in just two orders!  This is a great way for our teachers to get 
new supplies and books!  I am also thankful for all the donations to the Crisis Center.  
As an entire school, we collected over 500 items!  These items will surely help our 
community and members in need.  I am thankful for the relationships we have forged 
as staff, and it’s fun to see the parents and children develop friendships too.  I am 
thankful for the opportunity to serve our school.  

Take a few moments to read this newsletter.  Our board will meet on December 
5th to finalize the program for next school year, 2020-2021!  Our school will be closed 
for Christmas break at the end of the day on December 21 and will reopen on January 
2.  As always, feel free to contact me in person or via email with any questions or 
concerns!

       ~Mrs. Dotterer

December 2019
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When your child is sick
As a reminder, if your child is sick,
please keep them home.  If you need to give 
your child tylenol/motrin as a fever reducer, 
your child should not attend school.  

Preventing the spread of germs
While our children wash their hands 
throughout the school day, I would highly 
recommend that you wash your child's 
hands after leaving school and continue 
promoting good hand washing 
techniques.  

I also recommend children with long hair keep their hair up 
and out of their face. This reduces how much your child 
touches their face and how much other children touch 
your child’s hair. 

Registration for the 2020-2021 School year!

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year is just around the corner!  Registration forms will be printed and given 
out in Mid-December for all of our 2s and 3s classes.  Due to sensitivities with birthdays- You will also receive a 
letter that specifically states which classes your child qualified for.  
Also beginning in Mid-December, You download it here- 
https://www.glyndonumschool.org/2020-21-registration Registration officially opens on January 2, 2020 at 
8:30am for all current GUMS and GUMC families.  Information on specific classes and prices are found on our 
website at https://www.glyndonumschool.org/our-classes Please read times and days carefully when you 
choose your child’s class!  

What do I need to register my child and to guarantee a spot in our preschool for next school year?
1. A completed and signed Registration form
2. Deposit of Last month’s tuition and activity fee (see details on registration form)

How can I register?
● On January 2, the glass doors at the top of the parking lot will open at 9:30.  Families may register at that 

point with Mrs. Dotterer.  
● If schools are closed, registration will begin the next open day at 9:30.  
● Only paper registrations will be accepted during the month of January.
● On February 1, registration will open to the public.
● Also on February 1, online registration will begin at 10am.  Follow the directions on the website at 

https://www.glyndonumschool.org/2019-20-registration

Recess at GUMS
We go outside every day!  Unless it's 
under 32 degrees or raining/snowing, 
we go outside! The kids need it and it's 
so good for them!  Please bundle them
 up when necessary.   If your child is 
too sick  to go outside, they are 
too sick to come to school.   

GUMS Weather Policy
● When BCPS is closed due to weather, 

GUMS is closed too.  
● When BCPS closes early due to weather, 

GUMS remains open.  
● When BCPS has any type of delayed opening due 

to weather:  2s and 3s classes are closed. 4s 
classes open 2 hours late and have a half day 
program

● We do not follow the Hereford zone

**You are responsible for checking the BCPS website 
or checking local tv stations for delays and closings. In 
the event that our school needs to be closed and is not 
related to BCPS closing, we will send out an email and 
teachers will make phone calls.** 
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Truth in the Tinsel- Advent with little ones!

If you’re looking to add some preschool aged advent 
activities amongst the busy Christmas 
season, I highly recommend Truth in the 
Tinsel, which has become a tradition in my
 house!  We simplify it by doing the coloring
 pages instead of the crafts.  If you’d like to 
see a copy, please see Mrs. Dotterer

http://truthinthetinsel.com/

Advent & Christmas with Little Ones
Advent and Christmas with little ones can be super special and meaningful!  Below are two opportunities for 

your family.  They are completely optional invitations for you to experience Advent with your little ones.  The “Advent 
and Hygge” devotional tents will be posted on my little table in the lobby.  This family devotional is centered around 
warmth and togetherness.  It provides scripture, prayer, and related activities based on the lights on an advent 
wreath.  The second, “Truth in the Tinsel” is a fantastic way for the littlest children to dive into scripture and learn 
about the Christmas story.  I have a few printed copies, but you may purchase your own on their website.  Lastly, If 
you are in need of a church community, Glyndon UMC is a lovely choice, and I invite you all to participate in the 
activities on the following page.  Whether you participate in all of these activities or none of them, whether you are 
religious or not, whether your calendar is jammed packed or you like to keep it simple- may this season be filled 
with memorable moments for you and your little ones.  

As many of you know, my family went through the tragic loss of my nephew on the first of this year.  This 
Christmas will be our first Christmas without Ryan.  Undoubtedly, this brings much sorrow and anxiety for my family.  
I say this not to dampen the mood or kill the Christmas spirit.  I say this because we live in a world of hope and 
anticipation, in a world where we are longing and waiting for Emmanuel, “God With Us”.  And that’s the good news 
of Christmas.  Christ is with all of us... during the joyful Christmas mornings, the chaos of family pictures, the 
neverending wrapping, the amazing wonder in our children’s eyes, and during the seasons of grief.  While the loss 
of Ryan in our family is devastating, it has given me a unique perspective on just how tender and precious 
memories are with our children.  I encourage you all to cherish the season with littles ones- in all it’s beauty and 
chaos!  The last words I ever heard Ryan say was “Merry Christmas” to his cousins (my children) on Christmas Day.  
So, from my family to yours, Merry Christmas!  I hope that this season brings all of us moments of joy and 
celebration of Christmas.  And for those who are also suffering this season, for whatever reason, may you know 
that Christ gives us peace and comfort and is always, always big enough to carry us through.  

Devotional Opportunity:
“Advent & Hygge”

Each tent found on my table by my office 
door features a lovely little devotional, including a 
scripture reading, reflection, suggested practices, 
and a prayer.  Many have studied Denmark, the 
long-held “happiest country in the world,” to pinpoint 
the aspects of Danish life that help bring about this 
happiness.  Much of this can be summed up in hygge 
(pronounced “hoo-ga”), sometimes translated as “the 
art of coziness.”  At once an antidote to over-busy 
consumerism and a lovely reminder of what matters 
most, hygge is a perfect way for families to live into 
the season of Advent, lighting candles and snuggling 
in to what the Danes call “the duvet of darkness.”

In these devotionals for Advent, may we 
begin with the underlying truth that God loves us just 
as we are before we light one candle or embark on 
one practice. May we know that the practices, 
prayers, and intentions laid out in this project are 
simply reminders that make this underlying good 
news come alive, as we are embraced in a blanket of 
twilight. And may these small acts create ripples that 
make this Advent season a most special one.
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         The Birth of Jesus Fellowship at GUMC:
Join us on Sunday Dec 15th at 11:15 am for a fun filled morning.  We will 

hear the story of the birth of Jesus, create a nativity ornament, experience 

frankincense Gold and Myrrh, sample Christmas cookies, and enjoy each 

other’s  fellowship.  All are Welcomed!

Advent & Christmas at Glyndon United Methodist Church:

                            December 8 -Vespers at GUMC
Sunday December 8th at 10 am is GUMC’s Traditional Christmas 

Vesper program where the children and youth of Glyndon UMC 

present “The Shine Lady” a gift of story and song.  The church 

puts on a beautiful Christmas program. We even have several

church children participating who also attend our preschool!  

It’s usually packed, so get there a bit early to get a seat!  

After worship, we’ll gather for our Vesper’s luncheon as we

celebrate these gifts.  

Chimes Choir
The Chimes Choir invites you to a 

Holiday Concert!   The Chimes Choir puts on a 
beautiful concert that is sure to get anyone 
into the Christmas spirit!  The concert is 
described as "their version of the drummer 
boy's gift, being given to us".  

December 10th and December 11th at 
10am in the Sanctuary of our church.  Your 
children will be attending the Chimes Choir 
concert on their day of preschool and all 
parents and families are welcomed to join!

(Please leave the first 3 pews on both sides 
open for preschoolers and their families)
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Sporting & Entertainment

  ●  Professional sports tickets   ●  College/University Tickets   ●  Suite 
Tickets to major Downtown Venues   ●  Golfing Experiences  ●  Unique 
entertainment industry opportunities

Travel

  ●  Luxury Hotel Stays  ●  Vacation Home for a Week  ●  Disney 
Vacation Club Points  ●  Campground Sites  ●  Cruises  ●  Car Rental  ●  
RV Rental for a week  ●  Bed and Breakfast Stays

Auction Wish List

Special Occasions & Experiences

  ●  Limousine Services  ●  Unique items or gifts  ●  Venues for Child’s 
Birthday Party  ●  Bat boy or girl at sporting event  ●  Guest DJ on Radio 
Station  ●  Join a local celebrity on set for the day  ●  Lessons or 
Enrichment Experiences

Food & Dining Experiences

  ●  Wine Subscriptions   ●  Cooking Classes   ●  Meal Subscriptions   
●  Gourmet Food and Wine Items   ●  Downtown Dining Experiences

Luxury Items

  ●  High-end Electronics  ●  Designer Purses or Clothing  ●  Salon and 
Spa Packages  ●  Exclusive Shipping Experiences

NO ITEMS TOO SMALL!

  ●  Extra bottle of wines!!!  ●  The awkward Christmas gift from your 
inlaws!!!  ●  Restaurant or coffee gift cards!!!  ●  MLM Item and gift card 
donations!!!  ●  Get CREATIVE!!!  We appreciate your donations!

The Spring Auction will be held on Friday evening March 6th..  This is an 
adult-only event and we welcome all family members, friends, neighbors, 
etc. – please spread the word!  Every family will receive two complimentary 
tickets.  Additional tickets must be purchased in advance (Look out for 
details soon!).  The auction committee would like to acquire auction items 
that are unique and not easily accessible through traditional donation 
requests.  Our ability to offer these “one-of-a-kind” items inspires generous 
bidding and results in more resources for our students.  We invite you to 
please help us find the items, through your networks and connections, that 
will increase excitement & success of our auction!

Co-Op Update:     
The Co-op is a fun and meaningful way 
to get involved with our community, but 
it is a commitment!  We are planning 
some fun events.  

Reminder that EVERY family that is part 
of the Co-op MUST participate in one 
monthly housekeeping.  We STILL have 
many families who have not signed up 
for a date.  

The chart is found on the bulletin board 
by the entrance of the preschool.  Please 
sign up for a date as soon as possible.  
See Mrs. Dotterer with any questions!

Any family who has not signed up for a 
housekeeping ate by December 6 will be 
assigned a day.

Any family who does not attend their 
assigned housekeeping will be charged a 
$100 fee.  

If you are unsure on your committee, 
please contact Mrs. Dotterer!



CHIMES 
Choir 
Concert 
10am

Chapel

School’s 
Closed

School’s 
Closed

School’s 
Closed

School’s 
Closed

School’s 
Closed

Housekeeping

“Twos Classes”
Christmas 
programs

“Threes Classes”
Christmas 
programs

“Fours Classes”
Christmas 
programs

CHIMES 
Choir 
Concert 
10am

School’s 
Closed

School’s 
Closed

School’s 
Closed

Chapel
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